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Renzo De Felice's The Jews in Fascist Italy: An Historical Appraisal

(January 25, 2016)

On the occasion of the paperback reprint of Renzo De Felice's The Jews in Fascist Italy a panel @
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute with Ernest lalongo, Hostos Community College, CUNY
(chair and moderator); Frank Hugh Adler, Macalester College; Stanislao Pugliese, Hofstra University;
Alexander Stille, Columbia University School of Journalism; Guri Schwarz, University of Pisa.

On the occasion of the paperback reprint of Renzo De Felice's The Jews in Fascist Italy, this panel will
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explore the genesis of the book and its place in contemporary historiography.

Commissioned by the Union of the Italian Jewish Communities and published in 1961, it was the first
study of the anti-Jewish persecution in Italy to reach a general audience. It was also a young
historian's first book on the Fascist era. This glance into a chapter of national history, that Italy had
been quick to bury, set De Felice on a path to become one of the leading and most controversial
scholars of Fascism.

How was his attempt to capture an unsettling past received at the time of the book's publication?
What place does this book have in the current scholarship when many of its conclusions have been
overturned after five decades of research on Italian state-sponsored anti-Semitism? And to which
degree have the studies of Fascism and of the persecution of the Jews shed light on one another?

Panelists: Ernest lalongo, Hostos Community College, CUNY (chair and moderator); Frank Hugh Adler,
Macalester College; Stanislao Pugliese, Hofstra University; Alexander Stille, Columbia University
School of Journalism; Guri Schwarz, University of Pisa.

This event is presented by the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute and Enigma Books as part
of the program series co-organized in connection with "Giorno della Memoria" by the Consulate
General of Italy, Centro Primo Levi, Casa Italiana Zerilli Marimo at NYU, the Italian Academy for
Advanced Studies in America at Columbia University, and the Italian Cultural Institute in New York.

A special thanks to Enigma Books and the Centro Primo Levi.

This event is free and open to the public, but please RSVP to 212-642-2094.

John D. Calandra Italian American Institute
Queens College, CUNY
25 West 43rd Street, 17th floor

New York, NY 10036

Source URL: http://ftp.iitaly.org/magazine/events/reports/article/renzo-de-felices-jews-in-fascist-italy-
historical-appraisal

Links
[1] http://ftp.iitaly.org/files/defelice1453770002png

Page 2 of 2



